In support of the new strategic plan, AGU has established a new task force to review, evaluate, and update the Union's policies on scientific misconduct and the process for investigating and responding to allegations of possible misconduct by AGU members. As noted by AGU president Michael McPhaden, "AGU can only realize its vision of 'collaboratively advancing and communicating science and its power to ensure a sustainable future' if we have the trust of the public and policy makers. That trust is earned by maintaining the highest standards of scientific integrity in all that we do. The work of the Task Force on Scientific Ethics is essential for defining norms of professional conduct that all our members can aspire to and that demonstrate AGU's unwavering commitment to excellence in Earth and space science."
The official charge for the task force is to:
• review the current state of scientific ethical standards in the geophysical sciences and how other professional/ scholarly societies address ethical issues for their profession, their organization, and their membership; • develop a set of ethical principles and a code of conduct for AGU scientific activities;
• review and update AGU's protocols and procedures for addressing violations of its ethical principles; • propose sanctions for those who violate AGU's ethical principles; and • recommend whether or not AGU should adopt a statement of ethical principles as a condition of membership and, if so, how the principles would be applied to AGU membership. The task force has begun its work and is in the process of evaluating a wide range of policies, strategies, and approaches. As part of the effort to prepare new policies, the task force is holding an open town hall meeting at the AGU Fall Meeting in San Francisco. (For details, see the About AGU article by Kristan Uhlenbrock on p. 434.) All interested AGU members are invited to hear an update on the task force's efforts and to contribute feedback, input, and ideas.
We hope that all AGU members will come to the December town hall meeting and/or offer reviews, constructive feedback, and sound guidance to the task force as we prepare our new policies. The public has a high degree of trust in scientists. The task force believes that maintaining that trust requires that AGU and its members be guided by the highest ethical standards as we conduct and review science and when we communicate that science to the public and policy makers.
To further facilitate feedback with the ongoing efforts, information about the task force, current activities, links to draft documents for review, and details on how to provide feedback will be posted to http:// www .agu .org/ about/ governance/ committees _ boards/ scientific _ethics .shtml.
The task force's final recommendations to the AGU Council will be prepared by early spring 2012 for consideration and adoption.
The Randy Townsend is the AGU staff liaison to the task force.
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